
  June 21, 2007 Recently at the Embassy 

Former U.S. Secretary of State Visits Hungary  

Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright visited Budapest June 13-14. Her sched-
ule included meetings with senior government officials – including Foreign Minister 
Kinga Göncz – as well as a working breakfast, hosted by Ambassador Foley, with a 
group of foreign policy experts. Secretary Albright also attended a lunch with women 
in prominent political positions, hosted in her honor by Speaker of Parliament Katalin 
Szili.  

U.S. Judge Meets With the President of the Hungarian Supreme Court  

On June 12-13, 10th Circuit Court Judge Robert Henry, representing the Chief Justice 
of the U.S., paid a reciprocal visit to Judge Zoltán Lomnici, President of the Hungarian 
Supreme Court. In their meeting, Judge Lomnici informed Judge Henry that he would 
be happy to host and train judges from Afghanistan, as suggested to him by President 
Bush in June, and by Paula Dobriansky one month ago when Lomnici visited Washing-
ton. Judge Henry met with Hungarian Parliamentarians and the Deputy Minister of Jus-
tice, emphasizing that judicial transparency is a key to competitiveness and that en-
hanced transparency is the way to attract increasing foreign direct investment, espe-
cially from the United States.  

Ambassador Foley on Climate Change  

To communicate the President's message on climate change, Ambassador Foley gave 
two television interviews (Hír TV and MTV), and a telephone interview to national daily 
Népszava. On International Environmental Day (June 5), another national daily, 
Magyar Hírlap, published Ambassador Foley's article in which she discussed U.S. 
climate change and energy security policy in the light of the upcoming G-8 Summit. 
Magyar Hírlap article (in Hungarian)►  

Ambassador Foley Inaugurates New High School Exchange  

During an outreach visit to Salgótarján on June 6, Ambassador Foley took part in a 
ceremony conveying an Embassy grant of $3,000 to a high school to help create a 
new student exchange program with American peers. Under the initial stages of the 
exchange, Hungarian high schoolers from Salgótarján and Americans from Chicago’s 
Walter Payton High School will exchange two visits over the next nine months. Both 
schools are magnets for top performers, and Ambassador Foley urged the Hungarian 
students to consider university study in the United States. 

U.S. First Amendment Lawyer Discusses Press Freedom Issues with 
Hungarian Media Experts   

On May 31-June 1, Counsel of The New York Times Company David E. McCraw spoke 
to a professional audience at the Center for Independent Journalism on the use of con-
fidential sources in reporting, with special emphasis on the case of The New York 
Times reporter Judy Miller. Mr. McCraw also delivered a public lecture at Central Euro-
pean University on the law of libel and boundaries of free speech. At a media roundta-
ble Mr. McCraw emphasized the importance of investigative journalism in granting 
transparency and revealing corruption. He made a strong case for the media's role in 
new democracies like Hungary and the completion of their transition to fully function-
ing democratic institutions. 

Ambassador Foley Holds Press Roundtable Discussion  

To representatives of the Hungarian print and electronic media, on June 12, Ambassa-
dor Foley spoke appreciatively about the Hungarian PRT in Afghanistan and welcomed 
the government's intention to raise military spending as economic conditions permit. 
She identified increasing transparency, especially in government procurements, and 
lower taxes as a good way to increase Hungary's attractiveness to foreign investors. 
Speaking about energy security, Ambassador Foley emphasized that Hungary does not 
have to choose between its Atlantic commitment and good relations with Russia.  
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State Department Releases 2007 Trafficking in Persons Report (06/12) Report►         
U.S. efforts to raise awareness of trafficking in persons are paying off, and now millions 
more people know about the global problem, says Secretary of State Condoleezza Rice 
at the release of the State Department’s seventh annual Trafficking in Persons Report.   

In the News… from Washington 

Ambassador Foley Visits the Transdanubia Region                          

On May 31, Ambassador Foley visited the cities of Veszprém, Tihany and Balatonfüred at the invitation of 
FIDESZ Parliamentary Faction Leader Tibor Navracsics. In Veszprém Ambassador Foley participated in the 
roundtable discussion "Role of Women in Politics" with regional and local government representatives and 
the local media. Conversation over lunch with Veszprém Mayor János Debreczenyi and county officials fo-
cused on economic issues. At the Veszprém American Corner Ambassador Foley had a chat with student 
visitors of the Corner. The Ambassador also visited Balatonfüred, where she discussed regional issues 
with Mayor István Bóka and emphasized the value of targeted advertising to focus on international busi-
ness. Veszprém American Corner►   

Tennis Strengthens Bonds of Friendship 

The U.S. International Lawn Tennis Club team traveled to Budapest this week to challenge the Hungarian 
International Club team. Ambassador April Foley held a reception for the two groups at her residence. At 
the reception she noted in her opening remarks: "No matter who has the higher score on the tennis court, 
you are all winners because you strengthen the bonds of friendship between our two peoples with ex-
changes like this one." 

Charity Drive for the Needy in Zsámbék 

The Embassy community donated about 70 bags/boxes of toys, household goods and clothes to Norbetine 
Sisters in Zsámbék. The Sisters provide education and support to economically disadvantaged families in 
the region.  

Photo Exhibit of American National Parks 

Economic Officer John McGuire opened an exhibit by Dr. Gyula Kertész, a photojournalist for Vendéglátás 
magazine. The June 4-11 exhibit, hosted at the House of Hungarian Wines, showcased striking photos of 
America's national parks, from Wyoming to Hawaii. Mr. McGuire encouraged all the guests to visit the 
United States to see these natural wonders for themselves.   
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New Publications                   
eJournal: The Movie Business Today  eJournal►  
This issue analyzes the increasing internationalization of the film industry; the rise of a 
more personal style of independent filmmaking in recent years; the market for foreign-
produced films in the United States; and the effects of the Internet and the digital revo-
lution on how movies get made and distributed.   

IRC Newsletter:  Environmental Issues►      

Looking Ahead 
San José Youth Symphony Gives Concert at the Liszt Academy of Music                 SJYS web site►   
The San José Youth Symphony (SJYS) is one of the oldest and finest youth orchestras on the West Coast 
of the United States. Conducted by Yair Samet, the orchestra will perform works by Bernstein, Gershwin 
and Tchaikovsky at the Liszt Academy of Music (Budapest VI, Nagymező u. 19) on June 26 at 7:30 p.m. 

American Groovy-Jazz Band in Budapest  
The world number one groovy-jazz band Medeski, Martin & Wood, together with re-
nown guitarist John Scofield, will give a concert at the Millenáris Teátrum on July 3, 
at 8 p.m. Address: Budapest II, Fény u. 20-22. The Embassy is proud to sponsor the 
event. Band web site►   

Webchat► Countering the Terrorist Mentality: The Mythology of Martyrdom in 
Iraq with Mohammed M. Hafez on June 27, at 1930 CET. 
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